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.m@ the mid-nineteenth om3+c£_ the U.S. stretched from the
East Coast to the West Coost. s states continved o apply for
statehood, the debate over abolition went on.

Representative David Wilmot of Pennsylvania had proposed
the WILMOT PROVISO, suggesting thot slavery be bonned
in any +m3+o£ o.o@c?mg +j_‘ocmr the Mexicon Cession.

It passed in the House, but Southerners : PROVISO

prevented its __uo.mmo@a in the Senate. apartofa lawthat

restricts something

DON'T FORGET=THIS iz :
RS The slave .__.3% (but not slavery itself)
OF THE PEOPLE . would be banned in ipm:_:més_ DE,

j;mm wanted to keep new
+m«1+oﬂ5m and states free of slavery. They nominated former
‘President Martin Van Buren against the Whig candidate

2 ond Democrat Lewis Cass (o senator from
Kﬂozmgu. ._.o&_o.. won the election. The Free-Soil candidates
won some seots in no:wwmmm.

PROPOSED
THE MISSOURI
COMPROMISE, TOO

When Californio applied to the Union os o free state,
some Sovthern stotes threotened to secede. Im3£ Qo&

hod o compromise:

[l

Colifornio would be admitted 65 o free state.

Texas would give up some of its land and the
government wovld help poy off its war debts.
.vo_..&_p« mo(m_.m_wr& would decide vom_rosm on ﬁ%m&

in ferritories and new stotes, which meant thot
settlers would decide the issve. |

nosmgmm Eoc_a vamm mio:mm.. EEm
+o return «c:pEpc slaves,
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,pﬁ.mﬂ President ._.o._nv__ow died suddenly and his vice president,
2E, fook his place, the Compromise of 1850
was passed into law. rﬂW




Slavery in the Territories

VocABULARY
popular sovereignty control by the people

Free-Soil party a new political party formed by antislavery members of both political parties

SUMMARY

In the early to mid-1800s, fierce debates
about slavery arose in the United States.
Missouri asked to join the Union as a slave
state. If Missouri were to be accepted as
a slave state, there would be more slave
states than free states. In 1820, Senator
Henry Clay helped Congress work out the
Missouri Compromise. Missouri joined
as a slave state, and Maine joined as a
free state.

Then, in the 1840s, the issue of slavery
arose again. One problem was whether to
allow slavery in the lands won from
Mexico. Supporters of slavery, mostly
southerners, wanted to allow it in every
new territory and state of the West. '

Opponents of slavery, mostly northern-
ers, wanted to make it illegal in the West.

= Missouri joins the Union as a slave state.
¢ Maine joins the Union as a free state.

MISSOURI COMPROMISE OF.1820

* Congress draws an imaginary line across the southern border of Missouri. Except for Missouri,
all territories above the line are to be free of slavery. Slavery is permitted south of the line.

Again, northerners were afraid of losing
power to southerners. In 1846, the House
passed the Wilmo#¢ Proviso. It banned
slavery in western territories. The Senate,
however, defeated the Wilmot Proviso,
and a solution to slavery was not reached.
Some members of Congress supported the
idea of popular sovereignty. This meant
that voters in a new territory would decide
for themselves whether to allow slavery.
The debate over slavery led to a new
political party, the Free-Soil party. Its
main goal was to keep slavery out of the
western territories. It ran Martin Van
Buren, a former President, as a candidate
for President in 1848. Van Buren lost,
but he showed that slavery had become
a national issue.

T ——
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The Compromise of 1850

VocAaBULARY

secede to withdraw from an organization, country or political party

civil war a war between people of the same country
fugitive runaway £
SUMMARY

The issue of slavery became important
again in 1850. At that time, California
requested to join the Union as a free
state. If California were accepted, the
North would gain control of the Senate.
Southerners threatened to secede from the
Union. Henry Clay, known as “the Great
Compromiser;” tried to avoid eivil war and
save the Union again. His Compromise of
1850 helped the two sides reach agree-
ment—but only for a short time. (See
chart.)

One key part of the Compromise of 1850
was the Fugitive Slave Act. This law
required every American citizen to help
catch fugitive slaves. This law pleased
southerners but upset antislavery

* The Fugitive Slave Law is passed.

THE COMPROMISE OF 1850
= California joins the Union as a free state.

= New Mexico and Utah use popular sovereignty to decide the question of slavery.
= Slave trading is banned in the nation’s capital, Washington, D.C.

» The border between Texas and New Mexico is set.

northerners. Northerners who believed that
slavery was wrong did not like being forced
to help slave owners. As a result, tensions
over slavery remained high.

In 1852, Harriet Beecher Stowe wrote a
book called Uncle Tom’s Cabin. Stowe told
the story of Tom, a kind and religious slave
who is treated cruelly. Many northerners
read this powerful book. It persuaded more
people that slavery was wrong and must
be ended. Within a short time, the book
sold millions of copies and was translated
into many languages. But, despite its pop-
ularity, most southerners objected to Uncle
Tom’s Cabin. They said it did not give an
accurate picture of slave life.




The Crisis Deepens

VoCABULARY
guerrilla warfare the use of hit-and-run tactics

lawsuit a legal case brought to settle a dispute between persons or groups

SUMMARY
~ In 1854, the issue of slavery in the

western territories arose again. Two new
states—Kansas and Nebraska—were
created by the Kansas-Nebraska Act.
In each state, the issue of slavery would
be decided by popular sovereignty. Both
proslavery and antislavery settlers moved
to Kansas. Proslavery bands from the state
of Missouri flooded Kansas. Known as
“Border Ruffians,” members of the bands
used violence and voted illegally. As a
result, the proslavery group won control
of the legislature. It soon passed laws in
“support of slavery. The antislavery settlers
refused to accept these laws. People on
each side engaged in guerrilla warfare.
More than 200 people were killed in what
became known as “Bleeding Kansas.”
Violence even spilled onto the floor
of the Senate. During one session, an
abolitionist senator from Massachusetts,
Charles Sumner, denounced the proslavery
legislature of Kansas and criticized one of
its supporters, Andrew Butler, an elderly

southern senator. A few days later, Butler’s
nephew stormed into the Senate chamber
and viciously beat Sumner with a cane. It
took Sumner three years to recover from
the beating.

During this time, people hoped that the
Supreme Court could settle the issue of
slavery. In 1857, however, the Court ruled
on a lawsuit that divided the nation even
further. Dred Scott, a slave whose owner
had died, asked the courts for his freedom.
He claimed he should be free because he
had lived for a time in a free state and free
territory. The Supreme Court decided
against Scott. It went on to say that
Congress did not have the power to outlaw
slavery in any territory. The Court’s ruling
on Dred Scott v. Sandford—that slaves
were considered property, not people, and
that Congress could not outlaw slavery
anywhere in the United States—pleased
slave owners but outraged opponents of
slavery. (See chart.)

WHO

THE DRED SCOTT DECISION

Dred Scott, a slave, asked for freedom because he had lived temporarily in a free state.

WHEN

1857

RESULT

Supreme Court ruled that a slave was property, not a citizen, and could not file requests | -

in court. It also ruled that Congress could not outlaw slavery in any of the territories.
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VocaBuLAaRY

The Republican Party Emerges

Republican party the new political party formed by Free-Soilers, northern Democrats, and antislavery

Whigs
arsenal a place for storing weapons
treason an act against one’s country
martyr one who gives up one’s life for one’s beliefs

SUMMARY

In 1854, the Republican party came
into being. The party was formed because
the Whig party and the Democratic party
would not take a strong stand against
slavery. Antislavery members of the Whigs
and the Democrats, along with the Free-
Soilers, formed the Republican party.

In 1858, Abraham Lincoln ran for the
Senate in Illinois as a Republican. He and
his opponent, Senator Stephen Douglas,
held a series of famous debates. (See
chart.) The main issue in these debates
was slavery. Lincoln believed that slavery
was a “moral, social, and political wrong.”
Lincoln lost the election but became
nationally known during the campaign.

LINCOLN-DOUGLAS DEBATES

Abraham Lincoin

John Brown, an abolitionist who had
fought in Kansas, wanted to start an armed
revolt against slavery. In 1859, Brown led a
raid on an arsenal in Harpers Ferry,
Virginia. He hoped to get guns from the
arsenal. Brown planned to give the guns to
enslaved African Americans and lead them
In a revolt. Brown was caught and sen-
tenced to death for treason. Southerners
thought he deserved his sentence.

- Northerners were impressed by the dignity

he showed at his trial. On the day of his
death, church bells rang in the North. In the
South, people were outraged that a man
who tried to lead a slave revolt could be con-
sidered a martyr and a hero in the North.

Stephen Douglas

believed slavery to be morally wrong

disliked slavery

opposed slavery in the western territories

would allow popular sovereignty to decide
slavery issue in the western territories

would not interfere with slavery in the South

would not interfere with slavery in the South

4By [y “>u} ‘Uoyaop3 wosioed @

|




SLAVE KCT, which required Northern
Citizens to ooov@qo._.m with and oassist slove-cotchers, and
denied runaway slaves a fair trial Eﬁm_ were tried in o
separate court). Mony free blocks fled to Canada, and

=NCE,

some Northern whites procticed
thm_sw to follow the new law. In Massachusetts, abolitionist
> was inspired o write UNCLE
TOM'S CABIN :mmB 0 w+o£ about the harsh realities of
slavery. It became one of the most influentiol novels of the
nineteenth centory. The Fugitive Slave Act further divided

the nation. The North hoted it. The _.\
Sovth felt vindicoted. The North
also passed Personal Liberty
Lows, which basically negated the
Fugitive Slave Act and proved to
the Sovth that the North was not
enforcing the low. A

“CIVIL DISOBEDIENCE"

was an essay written by

Henry David Thoreau on
the idea that people should
refuse to follow the laws or
commands of a government

In the vﬂmw.amsfa election of 1852, little-known Democratic
candidate © '€ 0of New Hompshire defeated
the (A:_w nominee, war hero Winfield Scott. At this time,
some western land, including kansas ond Nebraska, was not
Yet organized, and Tllinois senator S : oL
wanted to build a railroad thot ran through it from Chicago

when they seem unjust. o

DOCTRINE
a theory or position
on 4an issue

to the Pacific. ke initially proposed
making KANSHAS and NEBRASIA
US. territories thot, under the terms of the Missouri
Compromise, would be free. However, Dovglas also knew thot
Sovtherners wovld object fo this idea. Backed by President
Pierce, he proposed the | , which wovld
invoke the POCTRINE of popular sovereignty and allow the
people there o determine the slavery issve. The oct passed,
and the Missouri Compromise was made obsolete.

During the March 1855 territoriol _ KA NSAC
elections in kansas, thousands of so- | :
colled BORDER RUFFIANS crossed -
the border to vote from the slave state of Missouri. In fact,
obout four times more people voted in Kansas thon lived
there. # pro-siavery local government ;
fook control. Antislovery setflers started
their own government, creating two
wo<m33m3+m for one state.

*m«? ﬁ! mﬁ?tb zrﬂ &4 _mn_ \7,, \3 lr \..Z:__m. _},C\ Vr\.:
In Moy 18506, the pro-slavery government sent
o group to Lawrence, kansas, 10 arrest the
rival government, but they had fled. The pro-slavery group

RUFFIAN
a tough, lawless
person; a bully

SACK

to pillage and
plunder

ransacked the city in the SACK o_“ ratwm——nm. In response,

=L




Kansans. Over the summer, hundreds of people were killed in
DING LANSAS" before federal +roops restored order.

RLES SUMNER of Massachusetts criticized people who
were pro-slavery, specifically Andrew Butler of South
Carolina. Butler's &Mu, Representative PRESTON BRODK
beat Sumner over the head with a cane in the Senate

chombers. Sumner was badly injured.

Both the Democratic and \Whiq parties
were splitting on sectional lines. The.
antislovery Whigs decided fo join the
Northern Democrats and Free-Soilers 1o

Though some
names have stayed
the same, modern

political parties
are not the same as

their roots.
N LELif

The Republican Party nominoted John C. Frémont of
Caliornia for president, and the Democratic Party
5 BUCKHANAN, o Pennsylvanian who fovored

nominated .
compromise. The know-Nothing Party nominated former

president Millard Fillmore.

Buchanan won the Sovth Frémont’s campaign slogan was

, “Free Soil, Free Men and Frémont.”
and won the election.
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In 1857, o Supreme Court case about an enslaved man
named DRED SCOTT fueled the abolitionist cause. Scott wos
a slave o an army doctor in Missouri, John €merson, who
brought him aosw on travels o Iilinois, where m_oze.m was
illegal. After Emerson passed away in 1843, Scott petitioned
his widow for freedom, but she refused. Scot continved
living in slovery, but a few Years later, with the help of
_QE%Q from the North, he suved for his freedom, making the
argument thot he was free ofter having lived in o free place.




After o decode of pvvmp_m. the Supreme Court took on the .
FORD (also colled

issue in the cose of DRED SCOTT v SA
the DRED SCOTT D /). Chief Justice Roger Taney “.
wrote the 7-Z decision that ruled omgsﬁ Scott becavse:

\ils mooz a:“_: £ w%m Em :mE to sue _umnmcmm :m was oE.,\ m_

, f
a piece of property, not a n;__mmm.

T T T s e e -

2. ,:3 m?mBSmE can’t seize ?,_é? Eowmﬁw ﬁf,o:u /
:55 a q_:\ma F_:m_,woi E:SE a:m ?onmmm o* wmi 4

3. Congress can’t ban slavery in the territories,
because that would violate the property rights
of people bringing slaves there.

4. Therefore, the Missouri Compromise and other populat
sovereignty decisions were unconstitutional.

The notion's zmsmﬁ court had ruled thot pcoﬂ_mzsw m_9<9.c
was unconstitutional. ]

In the senatoriol election of 1858, Senator Stephen #. Douglas

of Illinois faced o new young n:p:msweq /4 LINCOLN, ‘. .

a Republican lawyer who had served one term in the House |
of Representatives and eight yeors in the state legjslature.
Since Lincoln wasn't very well known, he challenged Douglas

Tie

T0 0 series of debates, the | THNCOLN

H:mx
were both against ﬂo&mé but +sm.,._ met seven +_3mw in cities
ond towns +:1ocw:oc+ Lllinois to debate whot o do about it

Dovglas was afraid that Lincoln believed in equality of the
races. Lincoln said that blacks were entitled +o the rights
listed in the Declaration of Independence but also stated
thot +s£ weren't equal to whites in every way. Lincoln gave
his hpaocw _.Iocmm Divided" speech, while Douglas argued the

G POCTRINE—a belief that territories covld exclude
w_o.<m_,¢ +_._3cws local legislotion. docw_pm won the election, but
Lincoln got national name recognition ovt of it.

John Brown led another roid, this +ime in

NI#. On October 16, 1859, his abolitionists roided an

arsenal so they could arm slaves for an uprising. Local slaves

feared joining his rebellion, and Brown and others were

captured. John Brown was hanged £or treason and murder,

o MARTYR for Northern abolitionists. & M
r

MARTYR
The raid had a huge impact on the South

' | someone who dies fo
which feared armed rebellion E slaves. his or her beliefs

Northern Democrots nominoted Stephen Douglas, who ‘s
mcvvolmn popular sovereignty; Sovthern Democrots chose
HN : from Kentucky, who supported




|

slavery. & new party, the CONST
(compromise and uvnion ot any cost), nominated )
of Tennessee. Abrahoam Lincoln, who believed w_ozm:,._ should
be banned in the territories, received the nomination from
the Republican Party. Lincoln received only 40 percent

- 0f the popular vote and did not carry a single Southern

stote. However, he swept the North, along with California
and Oregon, and became the sixteenth president of the U.S.

#lthough Lincoln did not favor abolishing slavery in stotes
where it already existed, he had soid that putting o stop

to slavery's expansion would, sooner or later, covse the
institution o fall apart. Thot ideo made the South very
worried abovt having him in the White House. Within days

of Lincoln's victory, the South Carolina legisloture met for o
special session, arguing thot, just as a stote could choose to
enter a union, it was possible for a state to choose to leave.
On December 20, 1860, Sovth Carolina seceded from the US. by
repealing its ratificotion of the Constitution. While proponents
of states' rights believed that secession was a legal right,
there were those who believed that Sovth Carolino's decision
wos o revolt, However, iﬁ moci._
claimed thot the
government had
violated its rights by
not protecting slavery,

" Meyonder Q@

THE
CONFEDERACY
ORTHECSA

) *SECEDED
' | b AR AT
AT THE TIME, QoA ,.w Ol \ AL
THIS WAS CALLED N/ o \iL\
"UNORGANIZED \ / \ /

TERRITORY" N\ ( R

CONFEDERATE

part of an alliance
or confederacy 7

Following in South Carolina's footsteps, |
Texas, Lovisiano, Mississippi, Aabama, Florida, and Georgjo

olso seceded. On February 4, 1861, these stotes met to estoblish
their own government os the nozmmemwmqm STATES OF

AMERICA. They elected . VIS os vﬂmmﬁmi
m« \S mmﬁ\mf\?p Sfﬁ MQ w.iw._ﬂ\ \ﬁ q:% mc&mmr%




A Nation Divides

SUMMARY

Abraham Lincoln ran for President as
a Republican in 1860. He was able to win
because the Democratic party was split over
slavery. Northern Democrats chose Stephen
Douglas to run for President. Southern
Democrats picked John Breckinridge from
Kentucky. Lincoln also won because there
were now many more voters in the North
than in the South. He received very few
southern votes.

In the South, there was a great unhappi-
ness about Lincoln’s election. Many south-
erners thought that they no longer had a
voice in the national government. They
thought that their only choice was to leave
the Union. South Carolina was the first to
secede in 1860. Six states followed. They
formed the Confederate States of America,
or the Confederacy. Jefferson Davis was
named president of the Confederacy.

President Lincoln did not believe that
the southern states had the right to
secede. However, he wanted to avoid war.
While he was deciding what to do,
Confederate forces began to seize federal
forts in the South. Then Confederate forces
fired on Union troops in Fort Sumter in
South Carolina. The firing on the fort on
April 11, 1861, marked the beginning of
the Civil War. (See chart.) This war would

last four long years.

—_—

EVENTS LEADING TO

THE CIVIL WAR,
1860-1861

Abraham Lincoln is
elected President.

{

South Carolina secedes.

!

Alabama, Florida, Georgia, Louisiana,
Mississippi, and Texas secede.

\

Confederate States of America
is created.

f

Confederate forces seize federal forts
in the South.

'

Gonfederates fire on Fort Sumter




John Brown
1800 - 1859

John Brown was a man of action -- a man who
would not be deterred from his mission of
abolishing slavery. On October 16, 1859, he led
21 men on a raid of the federal arsenal at
Harpers Ferry, Virginia. His plan to arm slaves
with the weapons he and his men seized from the
arsenal was thwarted, however, by local farmers,
militiamen, and Marines led by Robert E. Lee.
Within 36 hours of the attack, most of Brown's
men had been killed or captured.

John Brown was born into a deeply religious
family in Torrington, Connecticut, in 1800. Led
by a father who was vehemently opposed to
slavery, the family moved to northern Ohio
when John was five, to a district that would
become known for its antislavery views.

During his first fifty years, Brown moved about
the country, settling in Ohio, Pennsylvania,
Massachusetts, and New York, and taking along
his ever-growing family. (He would father
twenty children.) Working at various times as a
farmer, wool merchant, tanner, and land
speculator, he never was finacially successful --
he even filed for bankruptcy when in his forties.
His lack of funds. however, did not keep him
from supporting causes he believed in. He
helped finance the publication of David Walker's
Appeal and Henry Highland's "Call to

Rebellion" speech. He gave land to fugitive
slaves. He and his wife agreed to raise a black
youth as one of their own. He also participated
in the Underground Railroad and, in 1851
helpea;l establish the League of Gi leadites:an
organization that worked to protect escaped
slaves from slave catchers.

In 18{17 Frederick Douglass met Brown for the
first time in Springfield, Massachusetts. Of the
meeting Douglass stated that, "though a white
gentleman, [Brown] is in sympathy a black man
a}_ld as deeply interested in our cause, as though )
his own soul had been pierced with the iron o?‘
slavery." It was at this meeting that Brown first

outlined his plan to Douglass to lead a war to
free slaves.

Brown moved to the black community of North
Elba, New York, in 1849. The community had
been established thanks to the philanthropy of
Gerrit Smith, who donated tracts of at least 50
acres to black families willing to clear and farm
the land. Brown, knowing that many of the
families were finding life in this isolated area
difficult, offered to establish his own farm there
as well, in order to lead the blacks by his
example and to act as a "kind father to them."

Despite his contributions to the antislavery
cause, Brown did not emerge as a figure of
major significance until 1855 after he followed
five of his sons to the Kansas territory. There, he
became the leader of antislavery guerillas and
fought a proslavery attack against the aqtislavery
town of Lawrence. The following year, In
retribution for another attack, Brown went to a
proslavery town and brutally killed five -of its
settlers. Brown and his sons would continue t0
fight in the territory and in Missouri for the rest

of the year.

Brown returned to the east and began to think
more seriously about his plan for a war in
Virginia against slavery. He sought money 10
fund an "army" he would lead. On October 16,
1859, he set his plan to action when he and 21
other men - 5 blacks and 16 whites - raided the

federal arsenal at Harpers Ferry.




Brown was wounded and quickly captured, and
moved to Charlestown, Virginia, where he was
tried and convicted of treason, Before hearing
his sentence, Brown was allowed make an
address to the court.

.1 believe to have interfered as |
have done, . . . in behalf of His
despised poor, was not wrong, but
right. Now, if it be deemed
necessary that I should forfeit my
{ife for the furtherance of the ends
of justice, and mingle my blood
further with the blood of my
children, and with the blood of
millions in this slave country whose
rights are disregarded by wicked,
cruel, and unjust enactments, 1
submit: so let it be done."

Although initially shocked by Brown's exploits,
many Northerners began to speak favorably of
the militant abolitionist. "He did not recognize
unjust human laws, but resisted them as he was
bid. .. .," said Henry David Thoreau in an
address to the citizens of Concord,
Massachusetts. "No man in America has ever
stood up so persistently and effectively for the
dignity of human nature. . . i

John Brown was hanged on December 2, 1859.
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Date

THE STATES CHOOSE SIDES

On March 4th, 1861, Abraham Lincoln went to
the Capitol to become the sixteenth President
sf the United States.

Inside the Senate Chamber, Hannibal Hamlin,
the new Vice-President, was sworn in. The
presidential party then moved to the sieps of
the Capitol where Chief Justice Roger B. Taney
swore in Lincoln as President of the United
States.

The Southern states which had seceded from
the Union believed that they already had a
president.

On February 18, 1861, Jefferson Davis had
been sworn in as the first President of the
Confederate States of America. Alexander
Stephens was his Vice President. These two
men took office in Montgomery, Alabama.
Davis and Stephens were elected by the Con-
federate Convention meeting in Monfgomery
to serve as provisional officers until elections
could be held. Both Davis and Stephens had
strong reservations about the step they were
taking, but both men felt that their loyalty fo
the South demanded this course of action.

Abraham Lincoln must have been a lonely
man in an uncomfortable place as he faced
the crowd to give his inaugural address.

“| therefore consider that, in the view of the
Constitution and the laws, the Union is un-
broken, and, to the extent of my ability, ...
the laws of the Union (will) be faithfully
executed in all the States.”

Lincoln sought to tell the North and the South
that he was the President of all the United
States. His words were a gentle invitation fo
the secessionisi states to return to the Union.
in fact, he told them they had never left it. The
Confederate States believed his words were
veiled threats of violence.

The U.S. mail was still operating in the Con-
federate states, and the United States military
forces still held the forts in the South. The
Confederacy had demanded that these forts had
to be surrendered to their forces.

Then it happened! Fort Sumter stood in the
harbor of Charleston, South Carolina. Mgjor

Robert Anderson had eighty-four soldiers in
his command. Low on supplies, he had been
refused help by the people ot Charleston.
President Lincoln sent word to the governor
of South Carolina that unarmed supply ships
would be sent to the aid of the fort. The guns
of the city drove the ships off. General
Beguregard, the Confederate Commander, de-
manded that the fort be surrendered. Major
Anderson refused, and the Southerners opened
fire on the fort. Three days later the Stars and
Stripes was brought down in surrender. |t was
April 14th, 1861 —the Civil War had begun!

The word spread throughout the Union and
the Confederacy. Lincoln called for volunteers
to join the army. The time had come to choose

sides.
Virginia, Arkansas, North Carolina, and

Tennessee seceded and joined the Confeder-
acy. Delaware, Maryland, and Kentucky re-
mained loyal to the Union. In Missouri, senti-
ment was so evenly divided that a small civil
war was fought in the state. Two rival state
governments were set up. One seceded and
one remained loyal. In the end, Missouri re-
mained in the Union.

In 1863, Union loyalists in western Virginia
left the sitate. Later they established the free
state of West Virginia.

The war tore apart families and friendships,
as Southerners found themselves going north
+o defend the Union,and Northerners journeyed
south to join the Confederate army. In the
battles which would follow, brother would face
brother, friend would fight friend. For the
first time in history, Americans would fight
Americans.

THINK FOR YOURSELF: Answer these questions

fully on a separate sheet of paper.

1. Why would the secessionist states have to
consider Lincoln's words as a threat?

2. Why would Northerners choose to fight for
the Confederacy and Southerners choose to
fight for the Union?

3. Why was the Fi. Sumter battle a “point

of noreturn'?
it
i
i
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Slavery, Civil War, and Reconstruction

Unit Two: The Civil War

Causes of the Civil War

By the time Lincoln was elected presi-
dent in November 1860, the Civil War was
so close to beginning that it was unlikely that
anyone could have prevented it. Before he
even officially became president in March
1861, seven states had seceded from the
Union, and Jefferson Davis had already been
elected President of the Confederate States
of America.

What caused the Civil War? The dis-
agreement about slavery was probably the
major cause. Although there were many dif-
ferences between the Southern and Northern
states, slavery was the only institution not
shared by both areas.

Besides the disagreement between the
North and South about the legality and morality
of slavery, there were other causes.
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The Expansion of Slavery:

Northerners wanted to end the expan-
sion of slavery. Slave owners wanted to extend
slavery to all new states.

States’ Rights:

Southerners believed individual states
should have more control over laws than the
federal government. Northerners felt the fed-
eral government should have more power than
any individual state.

The Union:

Northerners believed the United States
must remain one country to remain strong.
Southerners claimed that the United States
was an organization of independent states.
Since they chose to join it, they could also
choose to leave it and form their own country.

Tariffs: (taxes on goods brought in from an-

~ other country)

Southern farmers and plantation own-
ers wanted to sell their cotton and tobacco to
other countries and buy manufactured goods
as cheaply as possible because the South had
few factories. They did not want to pay tariffs.

Northern factory owners wanted high
tariffs on imported goods so they could sell
their own products in the United States. They
wanted to keep out competition by making
foreign goods more expensive.




A Nation Divides
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1.

The Election of 1860
A. Candidates and political parties
1. Stephen Douglas, Northern Democratic party
2. John Breckinridge, Southern Democratic party
3. John Bell, Constitutional Union party
4. Abraham Lincoln, Republican party
B. Results of the election
1. Lincoln carries the North and wins
2. Southern votes do not affect the outcome
The South Reacts
A. Secession
1. Last efforts in Senate to save the Union fail
2. South Carolina is first to secede
B. The Confederacy

1. Seven states form the Confederate States of
America

2. Jefferson Davis elected President
The Civil War Begins
A. Lincoln’s difficult decision
B. Bombardment of Fort Sumter

1. Lincoln decides to send food supplies to Fort
Sumter

2. Confederates open fire and Civil War begins
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